Gender effects in diagnosing alcohol abuse and dependence.
Using a national population sample of 43,809 adults, male and female responses were compared for 41 indicators of alcohol abuse and dependence. While men reported all indicators more often than did women, the male to female ratio of positive responses varied according to both the construct represented by the item and its underlying prevalence. Items that might be construed as signs of weakness-physical effects, psychological effects, and loss of control or powerlessness--had lower male/female ratios than other items. Excess male prevalence was greatest for the least prevalent indicators. The paper presents alternative interpretations of these findings and discusses their implications for diagnostic classification.